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FINAL HOP CROP RESULTS

CZECH REPUBLIC – 8th December 2009

Czech hop growers produced 6615 t of hops in 2009
 

Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture announced the final crop results. Due to favorable growing conditions in 2009 the total hop harvest in the Czech Republic reached 6615 t of hops. 
In the Saaz hop growing region the total hop production was 4613 t, in the Auscha hop growing region the total production was 834 t and in the Tirschitz hop growing region the hop production was 1168 t. 
Compare to the bad crop results in 2006 and 2007 the 2009 crop was as the 2008 crop a good one. 

Saaz variety

The best world fine aroma variety - Saaz accounts for the largest share of the Czech hop production with 5395 t. There was 3845 t harvested in the Saaz hop growing region, 727 t harvested in the Auscha hop growing region and 823 t of Saaz variety harvested in the Tirschitz hop growing region.
The total production of Saaz variety was slightly lower than in 2008 (5563 t). Good average yields compare to the long term average were reached in the Saaz region where the total production of the Saaz variety was the same as in 2008.

Aroma varieties Sladek and Premiant and bitter variety Agnus
The aroma variety Sladek performed well as in the previous years and the total production reached 568 t. The production of aroma variety Premiant was 484 t and the production of the bitter variety Agnus 124 t. The total production of these varieties was slightly higher than in 2008.

Content of hop bitter acids

As with yields also the content of hop bitter acid was positively influenced by good climatic conditions of 2009 and the values were better than in the previous years.

BOHEMIA HOP with CHMELARSTVI took actions to improve the age structure of the Saaz variety

Replanting of the Saaz variety has improved again. Majority of the newly planted hops in the autumn of 2009 was the Saaz variety. This result was reached in 2009 thanks to several factors. Very important was again the support from the breweries which enabled us to pay growers prices covering the costs and assisting with the investments, still in running is also the state program for hop replanting and a very important step was this year made by the board of Chmelarstvi and Bohemia Hop which supported replanting of the Saaz variety with purchase price bonuses as well as the bonuses for replanting in the last three years. Chmelarstvi and Bohemia Hop also urged the growers to prefer in their replanting strategy the Saaz variety. For the future years the growers would like to continue with this trend and hope that the breweries will still be interested and will support it.

