[image: image5.png]




FINAL HOP CROP RESULTS
CZECH REPUBLIC – 10th December 2010
Czech hop growers produced 7771,7 t of hops in 2010
 

Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture (CISTA) announced the final crop results for 2010. Due to very favourable growing conditions in 2010 the total hop harvest in the Czech Republic reached 7771,7 t of hops. 
In the Saaz hop growing region the total hop production was 5620 t, in the Auscha hop growing region the total production was 903 t and in the Tirschitz hop growing region the hop production was 1248 t. 
The yields in 2010 were the highest yields on record since 1920 when the register started.
Saaz variety

The best world fine aroma variety - Saaz accounts for the largest share of the Czech hop production with 6568,5 t. There was 4860 t harvested in the Saaz hop growing region, 771 t harvested in the Auscha hop growing region and 938t of Saaz variety harvested in the Tirschitz hop growing region.
The total production of Saaz variety was higher than in 2009 (5395t), however it still did not reach the 2005 quantity of 6816 t. Extraordinary yields compare to the long term average were reached especially in the Saaz region with the Saaz variety (1,43 t/ha).  The Saaz variety yield was a result of a unique combination of a very rich flowering in July due to high temperatures and excellent cone development in August due to high level of rainfall. The positive steps in investments into replanting and irrigation play also a role in this result. However the climatic conditions are the prevailing reason. 
The long term average yield of the Saaz variety (2001-2010) is 1,05 t/ ha for the Saaz region and 1,1 t/ha for the Czech Republic.
Aroma varieties Sladek and Premiant and bitter variety Agnus
The aroma variety Sladek performed slightly worse than in the previous years and the total production reached 538 t. The production of aroma variety Premiant was 502 t and the production of the bitter variety Agnus 127 t. The total production of these varieties was slightly lower than in 2009.
Content of hop bitter acids

The alpha content of the Saaz variety was lower than in the two previous years and with 3,2 % it is only slightly lower than the long term average. The Sladek and Premiant reached lower alpha values than in 2009 but still achieved very good results with 7,2 % and 9,3 % respectively.
BOHEMIA HOP with CHMELARSTVI took again actions to improve the age structure of the Saaz variety

Bohemia Hop and Chmelarstvi continued also in 2010 with their support of replanting. Majority of the newly planted hops in the autumn of 2010 was the Saaz variety. Very important next to the state  support program for hop replanting was the support from the breweries which enabled us to pay in the previous period prices covering the costs of growing and assisting growers with the investments.  
An important step was this year made by the board of Chmelarstvi and Bohemia Hop which supported again replanting of the Saaz variety with purchase price bonuses and declared the conditions already in the beginning of 2010 in order to enable growers to order the plants. Chmelarstvi and Bohemia Hop also urged the growers to prefer in their replanting strategy the Saaz variety. 
For the future years the growers would like to continue with the hop related investments (replanting, trellises, technology, irrigation) but are currently very unsure about the demand trend of the traditional Saaz users and market conditions and stability of the future years.
Production of hops in the Czech Republic in 2010 (CISTA 8.12.2010)

	Variety/Region
	Saaz(t)
	Auscha(t)
	Tirschitz(t)
	Czech Rep. (t)

	Saaz
	4860,06
	770,55
	937,9
	6568,51

	Sládek
	333,6
	27,57
	177,08
	538,25

	Premiant
	279.71
	100,48
	121,82
	502,01

	Agnus
	123,37
	3,61
	0
	126,98

	Total
	5620,4
	903,21
	1248,11
	7771,72


Acreage development in the Czech Republic (ha)

	Variety/Year
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Saaz
	5860
	5639
	5574
	5407
	5231
	4926
	4840
	4738
	4627
	4557

	Sládek
	92
	152
	163
	195
	202
	222
	215
	239
	277
	277

	Premiant
	88
	141
	149
	151
	153
	181
	249
	267
	293
	277

	Total acreage 
	6075
	5968
	5942
	5838
	5672
	5414
	5389
	5335
	5307
	5210


Development of the production of the Saaz variety in the Czech Republic (t)

	Variety/Year
	2001
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	2009
	2010

	Saaz
	6268,7
	5992,3
	4958,9
	5518,6
	6816,3
	4717,9
	4563,4
	5563,1
	5395,25
	6568,5


Graphs:
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SAAZ variety (Czech Republic) - Acreage and production

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

OAcreage

5860

5639

5574

5407

5231

4926

4840

4738

4627

4557

m Production

6286,7

5992,3

4958,9

5518,6

6815,2

4717,9

4563,4

5563

5395

6569





[image: image3.png]600

500

400

300

200

100

SLADEK - Acreage and production
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PREMIANT - Acreage and production
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