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Hop
report 
May 2026 (Saaz region)

1. Climatic data in May

Monitored data 2026 2025
30 years
average

Difference 
25–30 y. aver.

Average temperature (°C) 15 13,1 14 1

Max. temperature (°C) (26. 5.)  30,6 28,9

Min. temperature (°C) (1. 5.)  -0,5 -1,1

No. of summer days (Tmax ›= 25°C) 12 4

No. of tropical days (Tmax ›= 30°C) 2 0

No. of frosty days (Tmin ‹= 0°C) 1 5

No. of ice-cold days (Tmax ‹= 0°C) 0 0

Monthly summary of precip. (mm) 75,5 36,6 51,9 23,6

Max. daily summary of precip. (mm) (31. 5.)  28,3 14,8 

Amount of precip. since Jan 1st 138 118,6 135,2 2,8

No. of dry days 19 17

Length of the sunshine 259,8 238,9

Obs.: Long-term average during the period 1991–2020 on the Zatec meteorological station
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May was warmer than average, mainly due to the high number of summer days. The second decade of 
the month was characterized by cooler weather, with minimum ground-level temperatures dropping 
below freezing. Towards the end of the month, temperatures rose significantly again, and tropical 
days were recorded. On May 24, the maximum temperature reached 30.4 °C, and on May 26, the daily 
maximum reached 30.6 °C.

In terms of precipitation, May was also wetter than average. The total precipitation in the Žatec region 
amounted to 75.5 mm, representing 145 % of the long-term average. Agriculturally significant rainfall 
occurred between May 5 and May 7, when a total of 35.5 mm of precipitation was recorded, and again 
on the last day of the month, when an additional 28.3 mm was measured. However, the distribution 
of rainfall across the Žatec growing region was uneven, and considerable differences in precipitation 
totals were observed between individual localities.
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2. Monthly charts of precipitation and temperatures
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Precipitation and temperatures in May 2026 compared to 2025

Overview of maximum and minimum ground temperatures in May
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3. Annual charts of precipitation and temperatures
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4. Assessment of the health condition 
and the vegetation

Summer temperatures and the long-awaited rainfall during the first week of the month created 
favourable conditions for hop growth. Vegetative development was stimulated, and the main training 
operations began around May 7. The cooler weather during the second  decade of the month led to 
a slowdown, and in some areas even a temporary halt, in the growth of hybrid varieties. Training was 
carried out gradually, depending on the intensity of plant growth. Where crop conditions allowed, the 
first hilling operations were initiated during the last week of the month.
During the month, the second and third applications of fungicides against hop downy mildew were 
carried out. Due to higher temperatures, treatments against red spider mite were applied in affected 
areas. The occurrence of hop aphid was minimal during the last week of May and was only at the 
initial stage of development.

By the end of May, the overall health condition of the hop stands could be assessed as good.
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5. Photodocumentation

Hop downy mildew

Beginning of side shoot developmentA View of the Hop Yard on May 31

Žatec, June 2, 2026, Kateřina Švecová


