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FINAL HOP CROP RESULTS

CZECH REPUBLIC – 12th December 2012
Czech hop growers produced 4338 t of hops in 2012
Central Institute for Supervising and Testing in Agriculture (CISTA) announced the final crop results for 2012. The total hop harvest in the Czech Republic reached 4338 t of hops. The average yield was 0,99 t/ha.

The total production was down by 1750 t compare to 2011 although the harvested acreage was similar as in previous year and down by 3384 t compare to 2010 which was however a record year. Most of the farmers were therefore able to fulfill the contracts only on average approx. to 70 % of the contracted volume (and lower in many cases of the Saaz variety).
This was a very disappointing result for the whole Czech hop industry which was caused by several extraordinary climatic factors. In winter the frost damaged around 20 % of acreage to various extend, the whole year had under average precipitation and over average temperatures which culminated just in the beginning of harvest with over 40 degrees.  Many of the hop gardens need now replacement and this will influence also the acreage development next year. The plans for higher replanting next year are now discussed and provided that there will be contracts in place covering the production costs and enabling these new investments we expect an acreage recovery starting 2014 crop year.
In the Saaz hop growing region the total hop production was 3280 t, in the Auscha hop growing region the total production was 516 t and in the Tirschitz hop growing region the hop production was 542 t. The climate condition influenced also other Czech aroma varieties.
Saaz variety

The best world fine aroma variety - Saaz accounts for the largest share of the Czech hop production with 3493 t (2011 – 5020 t, 2010 - 6568 t and 2009 – 5395 t). There were 2742 t harvested in the Saaz hop growing region, 414 t harvested in the Auscha hop growing region and 337 t of Saaz variety harvested in the Tirschitz hop growing region.
Aroma varieties Sladek and Premiant and bitter variety Agnus
The aroma variety Sladek accounted for 402 t (2011 – 487 t, 2010 - 538 t). The production of aroma variety Premiant was 345 t (2011 – 467 t, 2010 - 502 t) and the production of the bitter variety Agnus 63 t. 
Content of alpha bitter acids

The quality of the crop can be regarded as excellent as the to the plant health and very good with regards to alpha acid content. The alpha content of the Saaz variety of 3,8 % was again above the long term average. Sladek and Premiant reached also good results with 7,0 % and 8,5 % respectively.
BOHEMIA HOP with CHMELARSTVI continued actions to improve the age structure of the Saaz variety

Bohemia Hop and Chmelarstvi continued also in 2012 with their support of replanting and paid again bonuses to farmers planting new hop yards in order to achieve better efficiency of production in the future. 
Bohemia Hop with Chmelarstvi extended their contracts with the hop suppliers in other to provide them with security for the investments that are now required for replanting the damaged acreage and future investments into harvesting and drying technology.

Chmelarstvi extended since September 2012 further the cold storage capacity for hops and hop products which now enables to store most of the crop in cold storage right after the harvest. Chmelarstvi also continued in its ongoing investments to hop processing technology to provide its customers with best possible products and services.
Production of hops in the Czech Republic in 2012 (CISTA 10.12.2012)

	Variety/Region
	Saaz(t)
	Auscha(t)
	Tirschitz(t)
	Czech Rep. (t)

	
	2012
	2011
	2012
	2011
	2012
	2011
	2012
	2011

	

	Saaz
	2742,4
	3883,52
	413,9
	533,92
	337,3
	602,73
	3493,6
	5020,17

	Sládek
	259,9
	339,01
	23,3
	25,67
	118,9
	123,09
	402,1
	487,77

	Premiant
	192,6
	245,04
	69,4
	81,17
	82,8
	140,94
	344,8
	467,15

	Agnus
	53,6
	77,68
	9,8
	7,06
	0
	0
	63,4
	84,74

	Total
	3280
	4556,18
	516,3
	648,82
	541,8
	882,85
	4338,1
	6087,85


Graphs:
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2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010 | 2011 | 2012

OAcreage (ha) | 6075 | 5968 | 5942 | 5838 | 5672 | 5414 | 5389 | 5335 | 5307 | 5210 | 4632 | 4366

m Production (t) | 6621 | 6442 | 5527 | 6310, | 7831 | 5453, | 5630, | 6752, | 6615 | 7772 | 6088 | 4338
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SAAZ variety (Czech Republic) - Acreage and production

2001

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

2011

2012

OAcreage

5860

5639

5574

5407

5231

4926

4840

4738

4627

4557

4039

3806

m Production

6286,

5992,

4958,

5518,

6815,

4717,

4563,

5563

5395

6569

5020

3493





[image: image3.png]600 -

500 A

400 -

300 A

200 A

100 +

SLADEK - Acreage and production
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PREMIANT - Acreage and production
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Variety SAAZ - Saaz hop growing region
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